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………Be Happy!

The words of the song by musician Bobby
McFerrin released in September 1988, may sound too simplistic in today’s
dramatic circumstances and although we have to face restrictions and job
uncertainties we have to assume the COVID 19 virus will subside and we will
get back to some sort of ‘normality’ in a matter of months. When faced with
adversity we immediately look to support our families including our church
family and there have been many heart warming stories of people checking on
their neighbours and local businesses providing deliveries where people are
confined to their homes. All Hallows Church is offering support to all those who
need practical help or just the chance for a friendly chat to relieve some of the
stress of non contact. Get in touch via the office phone 0115 952 4020, there will
be a regular check for any messages left on the answer phone.
Services have been cancelled by the Church of England and the government has
banned all events involving public gatherings. The good news is that Easter will
still happen this month and although we can’t celebrate the Resurrection of our
Lord Jesus with services together, there will be TV services conducted by the
Archbishop of Canterbury. Those who would have attended the sunrise service
on Easter Sunday can still get out in their gardens and watch the sun coming up
and celebrate the significance of Easter the most important event in the Christian
calendar.
Our website, allhallowsgedling.co.uk will be changed regularly with the weekly
readings and there will be thoughts for Sunday, prayers submitted by our
regular team of intercessors and maybe a video sermon! The regular pewleaflet
is available online and hard copies can be picked up from the church porch.
While having coffee and looking out on a sunny garden with daffs, primroses,
camellias, magnolias and heathers brightly flowering and the sound of lawn
mowers all heralding the start of spring we can appreciate there is much to be
thankful for, so lets be happy and not worry too much.
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Letter from The Rectory
Dear Friends
They say a week in politics is a long time; it’s also true
about so much else.
When I sat down and wrote my first draft of this letter,
we were in the Containment stage of Covid-19. We’re
now in the Delay stage. Who knows? By the time you
read this, we could be in the Research stage or even the
Mitigate stage.
No doubt if I’d asked you six months ago where Wuhan was, only the keenest
geographer would have known. However, even the keenest geographer
couldn’t realise the impact something diagnosed in that Chinese city would
have on our world. We find ourselves amazed how a virus can spin our lives in
unexpected directions. Yet something else has happened during all this panic
and chaos.
We’ve seen people within our community showing concern for others, be
willing to go the extra mile to help, popping round to see neighbours, doing
shopping for those who are isolated. This is the true wonder of humankind:
our ability to care for others. To love our neighbours as we love ourselves, as
the Bible says.
Maybe we can’t do something to cure the virus yet, but we can continue to
show that we care for each other. The virus will pass, other problems will arise
but our love for each other, our neighbours and families, near or far, will
remain constant. If we ever lose that then we will have truly lost what it is to
be human.
We are called to be family to each other, and these difficult times are bringing
us together to do just that.
May God continue to bless us as we bless each other.

The Revd Mic Johnson, Rector of All Hallows & Priest in Charge of Lambley
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All Hallows Church Services ~ April
Suspension of Worship at All Hallows Gedling
Advice from the Church of England:
In light of the Government guidance around non-essential contact,
the Archbishops of Canterbury and York have issued advice that
public worship is suspended until further notice.
This will mean for All Hallows Gedling there will be no services for
the foreseeable future.
Revd Mic Johnson as Priest for Gedling will be fulfilling his commitment to prayer for our community on Sundays at 9.30 am at All Hallows Gedling. A bell will be tolled at the start of the service to signify
it is taking place.
THIS WILL NOT HOWEVER BE A PUBLIC SERVICE.
Ways are being looked into putting a service online for those who
wish to join in and it is hoped to announce more about this later.
Please email any prayer request either to:
Revd Mic Johnson: michael.johnsons@hotmail.com
or to the office: allhallows.gedling@btconnect.com
A prayer for all of us, at this time:
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,
be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
There will be a weekly pew leaflet printed with readings and prayers.
Hard copies will be available in the church porch if you do not receive the pewleaflet via e-mail.
If you would like a copy delivered to you weekly please ring
The Editor 0115 9561385 who will arrange delivery.
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News from All Hallows CofE School
It’s the time for good news. Every Monday we now have
GOOD NEWS MONDAY assemblies, with the children
recounting all of the things that make them happy. Some
of them were hilarious, and some were a little
questionable, but then again even those made us laugh. It
is so important to make children laugh. A lesson without
laughter is not a good lesson. Laughter is not only the
best medicine, it is also a great learning tool. There is nothing wrong with being
a bit daft, and finding what makes children laugh. Our Monday assemblies
certainly hit the mark, and start the week off on the right note. I thought I would
share some of their quips, and hopefully they will make you smile as well…
‘My good news is that my sister is going away on Guide camp next weekend.’
‘My good news is that we are going to Center Parcs for my birthday, and dad
says that we might live there forever.’
‘My good news is that my dad dropped his mobile phone down the toilet.’
‘My good news is that at the weekend mum made shed loads of Spaghetti Bolognese, and she says that we have enough to last us all week.’
‘I played dobby with my cousins and I won. They said I was cheating, but I
wasn’t. I was just making sure that I won.’
‘I played football at the weekend and we won 6 v 1. I scored a hatrick including
one own goal.’
‘My good news is that my school shoes have broken and I have to wear trainers
today.’
And finally, ‘My good news is that I’m smiling.’
There are loads more, and I always jot down the best ones each week. Good
news, of whatever form, is always important to share. One child did ask if it was
OK to share ‘bad news,’ to which I replied that it was just as important to talk
about things that are worrying them, but I think that we will stop short of having ‘bad news assemblies.’ I am so lucky to work with children, who make me
laugh and smile every day. It is the best possible medicine. As I write, I know
how tough things are out there, and we may have some more difficult times
ahead. As a school we are one big family, and we will always look after each
other, and do what we can to provide help and support when needed. We are
also part of the local community, and all of our good wishes are with everyone
at the moment. I am so proud of all of our children, and the way that they care,
share, encourage, inspire, and make everyone smile. Superstars!
Our thoughts are with everyone.
John Graham Head teacher
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Refurbishment Progress
Our builders have made a successful start on work to create new toilets and in
the first week the old vestry extension has been demolished and the new
framework started. The ancient parclose screen has been dismantled and
rebuilt in its new location at the east end of the south aisle. Now back in one
piece, it has been secured to the wall.
The route for the drain from the tea-bar across the rear of the church has been
decided and this will follow the area previously disturbed when old wooden
flooring was removed and will encounter very little archaeological remains.
The multi access toilet will be positioned to give the best access for wheelchairs
entering the new vestry and the waste pipe route has been excavated so that
the straightest line around the buttresses of the tower
is achieved. The waste pipe follows the path which
has already been utilised by the old pipe, once again
this line results in minimal archaeological
disturbance.
Hopefully the builders will be able to continue to get
materials from their suppliers and the chairs can
remain covered up. The church doors may be open
on occasions but do not assume access is for all as the inside remains a building
site and has restrictions to conform with Health and Safety rules. It would be
great to think the work will stay on schedule and will be completed by the time
we come out of the predicted Covid 19 twelve week restriction time scale.
Information from Ted White
The parclose screen in its new position
awaiting some tidying up to restore it to
its former glory. The new vestry takes
shape and the excavations are ready for
the archaeologist to investigate.
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Reflecting on the Easter Story
There would have been a Palm Sunday service on 5th April
To recall Jesus being welcomed into Jerusalem just a few
days before the Passover was due to be held. He was the
Messiah come to his own people in their capital city, and
yet he came in humility, riding on a young donkey.
As Jesus entered the city, the crowds gave him a rapturous
welcome, throwing palm fronds into his path. They knew his
reputation as a healer, and welcomed him.
During the week following Palm Sunday, the Christian calendar
follows the path that Jesus took. On Thursday - Maundy Thursday
Jesus washed his disciples feet at the Passover meal and warned his disciples of
what was to come. It was at this meal that the Eucharist - the distribution of
communion with bread and wine to remember Jesus - was created.
The next day, Good Friday, Jesus was put on trial and later hung on the cross to
die. Traditionally Good Friday services are held at 2pm the time when Jesus was
said to have breathed his last. The stations of the Cross are also observed on this
day.
On Saturday the church would normally be full of activity with displays of
flowers ready for the Easter Day service. On Sunday a Sunrise service at 6.15am
was to be held at Gedling Country park as in the previous few years, followed
by services in church to celebrate the rising of Jesus from the Dead. Jesus the
Light of the World who takes away the sins of the world so that we may find
everlasting life in him.
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April’s Quiz
Have a go at our ‘just for a fun’ quiz. As the
days are lightening up and the worst of the
rainstorms are over, for now. Meteorological
Spring was on 1st March and Astronomical
Spring was on 20th March - the Spring equinox - so here are some seasonal
teasers. Answers in next month’s magazine.
1. Magnolias are native to which country?
2. Many gardens have ling plants, what are they more often called?
3. A variety of crocus is used to obtain what most expensive spice?
4. The Prunus Tree is one of the earliest flowering tree what is it know as?
5. Who wrote the historic novel ‘The Black Tulip’?
6. What spring flower is usually celebrated in a service in Lambley
Church?
7. In the G & S HMS Pinafore, Miss Cripps is know as ‘little ___?’
8. Wollaton Hall has a ‘house’ designed to grow what plants?
9. What yellow flowering shrub is also know as the Easter Tree?
10. Jonquils are variety of what flowering bulb?
11. Patricia Routledge played what character in ‘Keeping Up Appearances’?
12. What character bounced around on a spring in the Magic Roundabout
programme?
������������������������������������������

Answers to March’s ‘Tools of the Trade’ Quiz
1 Bradall

2. Brace & Bit

5. Jack Plane
9. Dove Tail Saw

3. Spirit Level

6. Tape Measure

4. Plumb Line

7. Sand paper

10. Philips Screw Driver

8. Mallet

11. Hammer 12. A Lunch Box
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Your new MP TOM RANDALL, MP
As you will know, there was a General Election in
December 2019 which saw some big political changes.
I’m honoured to be elected the new Conservative
Member of Parliament for Gedling. I look forward to
serving the people of Gedling, a place I am proud to
call home.
Gedling is a great place to live, work and raise a family.
I hope that during my tenure as your MP I can play my
own part in helping to make it even better. In undertaking my responsibilities as
your Member of Parliament, I can ask for no better role model than my
predecessor Vernon Coaker, who has been an excellent constituency MP.
(This article was written before the recent government warning that we should stay in
doors or at the very least keep 2 metres distance from others. Editor)

Meeting you
I enjoy being out and about in Gedling speaking to residents and I value the
opportunity to meet with more of you. If you have a local community group or
business I would love to visit and see the valuable contribution you make to our
community and the local economy.

Helping you
Please contact me if you need help or support on an issue. You can e-mail me on
tom.randall.mp@parliament.uk or write to me at House of Commons, London,
SW1A 0AA.
New MPs start from scratch. I am in the process of setting up a constituency
office, but I am already running a full set of constituency surgeries. Details of my
latest surgeries can be found here, please e-mail me to book an appointment:

Tom Randall's MP Surgeries - April & May 2020
Date
Time
Saturday 4th April
13:30 - 15:30
Friday 10th April
16:00 - 18:00
Saturday 18th April 10:00 - 12:00
Saturday 25th April 10:00 - 12:00
Saturday 2nd May 13:30 - 15:30
Friday 8th May
17:00 - 19:00
Saturday 16th May 10:00 - 12:00
Saturday 22nd May 10:00 - 12:00

Location
Arnold / Redhill / Daybrook
Carlton
Burton Joyce / Stoke Bardolph / Gedling
Mapperley Top
Gedling / Porchester / Carlton
Woodthorpe / Mapperley Plains /
Ernehale / Arnold
Colwick / Netherfield
Arnold Town Centre

You can also see what I am doing in Gedling and in Westminster by following
me on Twitter (@tom_randall) and on Facebook (fb.com/tomforgedling).
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Gedling Grapevine
As we start to get to grips with tough times ahead which are going to
affect us until June at least we are being instructed to self isolate as
much as possible. While some, of a certain age, need to take special
care and stay at home there is an opportunity to venture out into open
spaces and get some fresh air and exercises - always remembering to maintain
the 2 metre space between you and anyone you meet. The Gedling Country
Park gives plenty of scope and space for a variety of walks but the 1899 Cafe
will be closed and so you will need to take refreshments if planning a long
outing.
A recent excursion proved there is still access to the park from Lambley Lane
playing field but you will need to walk to the far side of the field to find the
access route. The GAR road building is cutting across the track but barriers
have been set up to guide you into the park. Once on site if you work your way
round to the beacon the new viewing platform is almost complete and gives a
great view over Gedling Village, the road works and beyond. The information
boards are in production so there will be details to be spotted in the near future.
A second platform facing towards Newark and Lincoln is under construction.
The GAR route is now visible with post markers and for those who know the
footpath route from Almond Walk to Spring Lane at Wood Farm this is still
accessible and surprisingly dry!
The new Burton Road junction, which was due to close from 23rd March 2020
for approximately eight months, will now remain open to all traffic until further
notice. Due to the uncertainty around Coronavirus the work will be paused.
Councillor John Cottee, at NCC, said: “We need to make sure that we have
taken all sensible steps to minimise risk and disruption to our workforce and
local people. The road closure was due to run 24 hours per day, seven days per
week, with no access for emergency vehicles. If the work had to be stopped we
would not be able to reopen the road at that
point and it would increase the overall time the road had to be closed. The good
news is that we are pressing on with the rest of the GAR works, however the
situation will be kept under review.”

Viewing platform and route to Gedling Wood Lane Farm behind Yew Tree Lane
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1st Gedling Rainbows, Brownies, Guides & Rangers
In February, we took the Guides to ‘Celebrate’ at the
NEC. Celebrate was a wonderful opportunity for
Guides across the Midlands region to come together
for World Thinking Day. The girls really enjoyed
themselves, especially at the Fun Fair and Silent Disco. It was really good for
the girls to be able to celebrate with each other as well as Guides from across
the region, we even got to meet the Chief Guide!

This month, the Guides will be celebrating their 95th Birthday! We will be
having a small party and have invited the leaders that previously ran our unit.
We are really looking forward to reminiscing about how 1st Gedling used to
be, as well as eating cake of course!
1st Gedling Guides is in need of another adult leader. We meet every Tuesday
between 7:45pm and 9:15pm for a variety of fun and exciting activities
including crafts, games, camps and even teaching the girls important life skills.
If you are over 18 and would like to volunteer your time please register your
interest at: https://go.girlguiding.org.uk/join-us/join-as-volunteer
Girl guiding has suspended all guiding activities until further notice.
Parents will be kept updated with any information. This also applies to
Rainbows and Brownies.
Ann Douglas & Jackie Brocklehurst
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The Ark Advice Centre
Registered Charity
No: 1098333

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING COVID -19 (CORONAVIRUS)

Dear Friends
In light of advice given by the government on Monday 16th March 2020 the Ark
is taking steps to limit the spread of the virus and to contribute to the well-being
of our staff, volunteers and our friends who use our service.
It is with sadness that we now must suspend all of our activity groups
(Friendship club, Craft club and Job club). We will also be closing the café area to
the public and no longer running a drop-in meeting place. We appreciate that for
several people our café is a source of community and in difficult times
community is more important than ever. We will be attempting to find ways of
remaining in contact with our patrons to ensure that they are not cut adrift from
all support.
We will be honouring existing appointments with our welfare rights worker;
however, wherever possible these appointments will be made by telephone
rather than face to face. When unavoidable and a face to face appointment is
essential if it is already booked, we will keep that appointment.
We are expecting to be able to run a telephone and email advice service but due
to existing commitments this service will not be available until Tuesday 21st
April. We will endeavour to keep this service available for as long as the
situation requires it. Contact 0115 8599556 or theark@thearkgedling.org.uk
Our AGM was due for Friday 3rd April 2020. This is now postponed indefinitely
but our annual report will be printed and made available for interested parties.
Even in turbulent times there are opportunities for us to support, encourage and
sustain each other and we will seek to find and make the most of those
opportunities.
We pray for good health for all us and hope to return to normality as soon as
possible.
Yours sincerely,
J Tattersfield
Chair of Trustees.
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St James the Least of All
On how to run your notice board
The Rectory
St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
Your decision to place a notice board outside your church seems a good one –
and its design in blue plastic with luminous red detachable letters seems entirely
in keeping with the aesthetics of your building. Make sure that it is lockable,
however, as an innocent notice saying ‘all are welcome’ may be modified by a
devotee of anagrams to say something far less polite by the following day.
We recently replaced ours, which had disappeared shortly before last bonfire
night. That the Scouts’ bonfire had a board which closely resembled our old one
in its centre was, I am sure, a complete coincidence. The Venture Scouts’ collective smirk during the following week’s Parade Service did give one pause for
thought, and the Cubs’ collapse into helpless laughter at the chorus ‘So light up
the fire and let the flames burn’ only increased suspicion.
On reflection, you may not have been wise to use your notice board to tell
everyone your holiday dates. Certainly, various local burglars were tripping
over each other inside the vicarage while you were away. However, the note the
last one left you, saying that next time he broke in, he would bring you
something, since you had so little left, was quite touching.
Inevitably, now that your church has a notice board, there will be open warfare
over who is allowed to display notices on it. Will the Slimmers Club be seen as
biblical? Why is the Ladies Guild notice twice as large as all the others? And do
remember that while everyone will want space to display their notices, no one
will ever remove them once the event is over. Plaintive announcements of
Christmas parties in April or of Summer Fetes in November only serve to take
people down memory lane.
Here’s the best way to manage a notice board: create that panacea for all
problems: a sub-committee. These poor people only ever exist in order to get the
clergy out of tight corners and to make sure that matters are discussed at such
inordinate length that every issue eventually dies a natural death. And if even
that fails, you could have a quiet word with our Scouts before next year’s bonfire
night.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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Parish Diary ~ Cancellations
No Ark AGM on 3rd April
All Hallows Church APCM deferred until decision from CofE
No Bank Holiday Coffee Morning on Monday 13th April
AHMF Visit to Magpie Brewery on 18th April postponed
but Magpie bottles available at Gedling Co-op!
VE Day Afternoon Tea Bank Holiday Friday 8th May and
VE Day concert on Saturday 9th May postponed until August

Details of Church news www.allhallowsgedling.co.uk
Weekly Meetings ~ All the following are Cancelled until
further notice
The Ark ‘Open Door Project’, Wollaton Avenue
For appointments (tel 859 9556) (see p.21)
All Hallows Parent &Toddler Group
Gedling Library & Carlton Library - no fine on unreturned books
All Hallows Church Wednesdays
Luncheon Club in the Memorial Hall

Gedling Gala on Willow park
Due to the current situation the
committee have taken the decision to
postpone the Gala until further notice
26

1900 AND HOW A VILLAGE CHANGED FOREVER Neil Kendrick
In March 1900,the Digby Coal Company sank two shafts as work began on the
sinking of a pit at what was to become Gedling Colliery situated in an area
called Bell Field, an area once used for the casting of the bells for the church.
The first coal was found at a depth of 459 yards in September 1902. At the
commencement of mining the colliery employed 1,400 men and boys.
Gedling Colliery
Headstocks

The then Rector Orlando Weld Forester stated in 1881, that he was convinced
that coal would be found at a depth of not much less than 500 yards. Having
failed to revive the hosiery trade Forester was keen to bring work to the area
and he encouraged the search for coal and looked forward to the day when
“Gedling Church spire would live to see more than one tall chimney lift an ugly
head aloft, and doing useful work in the parish.’’
Previous articles have stressed the financial and political as well as the spiritual
power of the Victorian/Edwardian rectors. In Forester’s case while supporting
the industrial development of the area, he also provided £10,000 to both
Carlton and Netherfield for the establishment of both St Paul’s Church and St
George’s Church.
Seemingly the colliery did not only produce coal as there was also a bakery
attached to the pit canteen, supplying bread, pies and other bakery goods to
11,000 customers. In 1942,a wet canteen or licensed pub opened near the lamp
cabin, possibly the only one in the country. This closed in 1960.
Given that men from over thirty countries were employed at Gedling Colliery,
it became known as the ‘United Nations’. Peak production was in 1958 when a
workforce of 2,485 produced over one million tons of coal. To cater for the
expanding workforce (miners came from many of the country’s coalfields) in
the 1950’s, a new estate was built close by, an area still referred to as ‘The Pit
Estate.
continues on p.31
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Continued from p.29
Forester predicted not only the mining of coal in the parish, but he was also
convinced that it would be only for a limited time, he wrote ‘’the work they
will do will not be work that shall last as church work lasts through the
countless ages of eternity’’. Over 130 men lost their lives working at Gedling
Colliery.

Gedling miners circa 1970
It is for others to decide which are the key moments in the history of the area:
The establishment of Christianity; The coming of the railway and with it, local
industry; The growth of its housing development and greater commuter links
with Nottingham or perhaps now the Gedling Access Road - which may return
Gedling to quieter times?
For the record the Rector in December 1991, Rev Dillwyn Davies while
providing an interesting history of the colliery prior to its closure initially starts
his column writing about large congregations attending church for
Confirmation and the Remembrance Day Service. The curtailment of a
working institution that lasted over 90 years is given short paragraph, though
later he enthuses that opportunities for the young were far greater in 1991 than
in 1881………To be discussed…………………..
Neil Kendrick
Neil is looking to meet and interview anyone who moved to this area when
their father needed to move here in order to work at Gedling or any other local
colliery. If you have any feedback please contact Neil on: 07941864115
or e-mail: neildragon21@hotmail.com
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1st Gedling Scout Group

The Cub Pack enjoyed a good
ramble around the area one
Sunday morning at the beginning
of March. The weather was
beautiful although the ground
was somewhat boggy underfoot
in places – hardly surprising
considering all the rain we had
been having.

Eight Cubs plus Mums, Dads and
Leaders (and dog) took part.
The photos are at the top of
Bonner Hill looking across to
Calverton.

We have been advised that
scouting has shut down for the
foreseeable future and will keep
parents informed and up to date
with future developments.

Tracy Dodds

1st Gedling Leader
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Carlton le Willows Academy
Packed programme of events at
Carlton le Willows
Amidst global, national and local uncertainty, daily life
within Carlton le Willows has remained relatively unchanged with the usual plethora of activities taking place.
Our Sixth Form music students put their heart and soul in to plans for a Battle of
the Bands competition, which saw six groups from across the school competing
for top spot.
The accolade was awarded, thanks to an independent judging panel, to Year 8
musicians Sonny Hall, Ethan Renton and Sonny Noble, performing under the
name Afterschool Devils after some outstanding performances on the night.
The talent show took place the same week as World Book Day, which we
celebrated with a visit from children’s author Alan Gibbons. Acclaimed author
Alan, a previous Academy visitor, returned to hold an assembly for Year 7 and
also provide creative writing workshops for Year 10 and 11 students.
We also invited a host of local employers through our doors for the annual Year
10 Interview Skills day. Thank you to all the professionals who gave their time
for the whole day to give mock interviews and personalised feedback to every
single student. Their support improving employability skills is invaluable.
Away from school we have been celebrating some phenomenal sporting
successes. Year 11 footballer Alex Akers has signed a scholarship with
Nottingham Forest, while Year 12 cross country runner Lauren McNeil ran in an
England vest at two events, Eigobar in Spain followed by the Belgium Cup the
following month.
And ball hockey player Corey Durose has been selected to play for Team GB’s
U16s (despite being just 14-years-old) in the ISBHF 2020 world Junior
Championships in Slovakia, due to take place at the end of June.
As we write this article the situation around coronavirus changes daily, bringing
with it a host of challenges for us all. At Carlton le Willows we are making
contingency plans and doing our utmost to ensure that this situation causes as
little disruption as possible to our school community.
Sally Fletcher, Public Relations Officer, office@clwacademy.co.uk
Wood Lane, Gedling NG4 4AA
Telephone 0115 956 5008 Fax 0115 956 5009
Website www.clwacademy.co.uk email: office@clwacademy.co.uk
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Gardening Notes ~ Greenfingers Gretton
The additional water that the garden received during the February and March
downpours doesn’t seem to have caused too much trouble to the emerging
spring perennials. Apparently, if you’re a plant, it doesn’t matter if you’ve been
covered in water for a day or so you can just get growing as soon as your roots
dry out a bit. I’m constantly amazed that perennial geraniums, which allegedly
prefer a drier, shaded, environment still seem to thrive in such temporarily
waterlogged conditions. The stream bed has also been transformed by the
amount of debris washed down and there’s currently nothing growing in it. I’m
hoping that the stream weeds that grew last year have not been lost completely.
The hart’s tongue ferns on the bank, although lying at jaunty angles along the
line of the water flow for some time, have now started to push themselves
upright again.
I’ve finally conceded that the heuchera plants in the gravel bed in the front
garden are not going to be things of beauty and a joy for ever. The plan now is
to transplant the ones that look as though they have the will to live and replant
the bed with ground cover plants, allowing the daffodils to grow through them
each spring. The bed is edged with small lilies with black, strap-like leaves and
their purple flowers each late spring will hold the black, shiny seeds later in the
year. I’m thinking that a variety of ground cover plants with different shaped
and coloured leaves and flowers will sit very nicely within this frame. That’s the
plan anyway and I’ll let you know whether it works or not.
The cold frame is currently in position over one of the raised beds in the vegetable garden and is protecting small plants getting big enough to plant out. If you
put the plants out too early they’re too small to cope, but then if you leave them
too long their root systems really don’t like being disturbed so it’s a question of
finding the optimum time to move them. The thing to bear in mind is that plants
really want to grow, so it’s the gardener’s job to get in the way as little as possible.
The spring flowers have been really good, with primroses and violets providing
the best displays in recent years. The miniature daffodils have proved their
worth again too, standing up to the weather much better than their bigger relations. The early alpine clematis is covered with buds and so far even the strongest gales haven’t managed to blow its support structure down.
Jobs for April – Where to start?!
- Check seed packets and start planting according to instructions.
- When seedlings are large enough (you can handle them by their first set of
leaves) carefully transplant them into their own growing space.
- Keep potted on seedlings moist, but don’t overwater. Long leggy plants don’t
do well.
- Watch out for self-set plants and move them to more appropriate positions.
Time passes so quickly, do make time to enjoy the transformation of your garden
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Men’s Fellowship
The Men’s group completed their trip to the Daybrook ‘Men
in Sheds’ project just in time before visiting restrictions came
into force. The ‘Shed’ on Jubilee Court was well equipped and
can accommodate 12 fellas at each session and meets four
days a week. There are a number of men who are registered members but
there is space for a few more. Attendance is on a personal choice and some go
for a morning and others a couple of days. This is sometimes dependent on the
job commissions that are being worked on and others tackle their own personal
projects. There are a variety of work skills offered by the members and some
attend just to learn a craft.
The ethos of the Men in Sheds is to provide companionship and a chance to be
creative but there is no pressure and if someone just wants to attend for a chat
and read a newspaper that works too. One project that was underway was to
construct a set of park benches some of which will appear in the Country Park.
Members can make their own items and can either buy timber from the store or
bring their own materials. A lot of materials are donated as offcuts by a variety
of firms and items are made for sale to boost funds. The most popular items
are bird boxes (tailored to different species), bat boxes and hedgehog crates.
Members of the public can enquire to have special items or repairs to favourite
possessions and most wood and metal articles can be dealt with but the
workshop is set up for working with wood.
We had some interesting chats with members who were enjoying time in
retirement on projects which they would have never considered in their former
lives.
When we have got back to some sort of normality and you would like a job
doing or would like more details about membership contact Les on 920 8771.
John on the bench
saw working with all
the necessary safety
equipment in place.

Dave has a passion
to repair old tools
which are then sold
for funds

Speak to John Tattersfield for more details of AHMF on 07969403355
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This Month’s Recipe ~ Marmalade and Chocolate Cake
175g butter
175g sugar
2 eggs
75g natural yogurt

200g self raising flour
75g white chocolate chips
100g good quality marmalade, orange or lemon

Pre heat oven to 170, 150 fan or gas 3
Grease and line a 900g loaf tin or 21cm round tin
In a large bowl beat together butter and sugar, add eggs and yogurt and then
fold in flour, until well combined.
Fold in chocolate chips and then marmalade.
Bake for approx 1 hour 5 min or until an inserted skewer comes out clean.
When cold drizzle with melted chocolate if liked or sprinkle over icing sugar.
P.S.
Even though church is closed and there will be no coffee morning, Orange and
Ginger Marmalade can still be purchased from Eleanor: 0115 9561385!!!
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Smile Lines ~ Easter, Notice Boards and Breakages
Q: What do you get when you cross the Easter Bunny with an over-stressed
minister during Holy Week?
A: An Easter Basket Case
Q. What do you call a chocolate bunny that was out in the sun too long?
A: A runny bunny.
This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs Brown, our children’s minister, to
come forward and lay an egg on the altar.
Baptisms: after Easter, the North and South ends of the church will be utilised.
Children will be baptised at both ends.
Players picked for St Andrew’s darts team will be pinned to the board on
Thursday.
There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her
brother in another part of the country. “Is there anything breakable in here?”
asked the postal clerk.
The lady paused for a moment.
Only the Ten Commandments,” she said politely.
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Here is an Easter Wordsearch to fill in some of those extra hours at home!
Even as Jesus ate that last Passover meal with His disciples, He warned them
He was about to be betrayed. He took the bread, blessed it, broke it and gave
it to them; He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them to drink. The
Old Covenant, based on Law, was ticking away its final hours; the New
Covenant, based on Christ’s body and His blood, was about to be ushered in.
Jesus prayed in Gethesame that this fearful cup might be removed from Him,
but even more, that God’s will might be done. And it was. From Easter
onwards we can only approach God through His Son, Jesus Christ, not on
our own merit.
Jesus
Ate
Last
Passover
Meal
Disciples
Warned
Betrayed
Bread
Blessed
Wine
Thanks
Drink
Covenant
Law
Old
New
Body
Blood
Gethsemane
Cup
Removed
Will
Easter
Approach
God

Solution next month
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Parish Registers

Funerals
We extend our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of:
February 25th
March 12th

Roy Allen Winstanley
Dorothy Rowe

Aged 93
Aged 89

I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud BY WILLIAM WORDSWORTH
I wandered lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o'er vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,
A host, of golden daffodils;
Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.
Continuous as the stars that shine
And twinkle on the milky way,
They stretched in never-ending line
Along the margin of a bay:
Ten thousand saw I at a glance,
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.
The waves beside them danced; but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee:
A poet could not but be gay,
In such a jocund company:
I gazed—and gazed—but little thought
What wealth the show to me had brought:
For oft, when on my couch I lie
In vacant or in pensive mood,
They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;
And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.
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Floodlighting
March 22nd

Rita Bancroft. In loving memory of our dear Mum on
Mother’s Day. Always in our hearts, Julie, Steven, Niamh,
Sienna and Mitzee

March 29th

Rita Bancroft. In loving memory of our lovely Mum. We miss
you so much. Love always Julie, Steven, Niamh, Sienna and
Mitzee

April 10th

Dennis Nixon. It’s now three years since you left us. Loving
memories of a much missed Dad. Forever in our thoughts.
Your loving Daughters. Patricia, Elaine and Anne.

April 13th

Tom Brown. Happy 60th Birthday. Love Steve, Tracy, Peter
and James.

April 17th

Mike Brown. Happy 90th Birthday. Love Steve, Tracy, Peter
and James.
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To book the
floodlighting
please contact
Rick Wilson:
0115 9561385
or e-mail
richard.wilson@
ntlworld.com
£5 for one day or
£10 for a week
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Postcard size
photographs
of the
Church floodlit,
can be obtained
from the
Church
Bookstall,
priced £1.

